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CMA President

Bobby Mattos, AICA

Mattos Monument Co.

26359 Mission Blvd.

Hayward, CA 94544
510-581-5833

510-582-2938 fax
bobby@mattosmonuments.com
www.mattosmonuments.com

CMA Vice President

Sergey Makhnovsky

PSM Monuments

7444 Auburn Blvd.

Citrus Heights, CA 95610
916-534-8275

916-722-1024 fax
psmmonuments@gmail.com
wWww.psmmonuments.com

CMA Secretary

Jennifer McGee

Visalia Granite & Marble

1304 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

559-734-1144

559-734-8910 fax

Jennifer: vgmjennifer@gmail.com
www.visaliagranite.com

CMA Treasurer

Debbie Hendrickson

California Monument Association
141 La Vista Grande

Santa Barbara, CA 93103
805-883-2440

deborah@californiamonument.org

CMA Board of Directors

Directors

Zack Bell

Bell Memorials

339 North Minnewawa Ave.
Clovis, CA 93612
559-299-7055
559-299-7045 fax
zbell@bellmemorials.net
www.bellmemorials.net

Margaret Simich

Napa Marble & Granite Works Inc.

9 Coombsville Rd.

Napa, CA 94559

707-226-8484

707-226-9184 fax
napamarblegranite@yahoo.com

Yesie Mendez

Stockton Monuments

821 E. Harding Way

Stockton, CA 95205
209-942-2747

209-942-2722
office@stocktonmonuments.com
www.stocktonmonuments.com

Advisory Board Members

Joy Molien

McCarthy Granite Co., Inc.
1941 N. MacArthur Dr.
Tracy, CA 95376

(209) 839-8748
joy@mccarthygranite.com
www.mccarthygranite.com

Danté Dugan

Coldspring

17482 Granite West Road
Cold Spring, MN 56320
320-685-5069
320-685-5008 fax
ddugan@coldspringusa.com
www.coldspringusa.com

Executive Director

Jed Hendrickson

California Monument Association
141 La Vista Grande

Santa Barbara, CA 93103
805-886-8384 cell
jed@californiamonument.org
www.californiamonument.org

Association Secretary

Deborah Hendrickson

California Monument Association
141 La Vista Grande

Santa Barbara, CA93103
805-886-2440 cell
deborah@caliiforniamonument.org
www.californiamonument.org
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California Monument Association

Fall Meeting 2026

October 23-24, 2026

Oxford Suites Paso Robles

800 4th Street, Paso Robles, CA, 93446
For room reservations: call 805-237-0305 and mention CMA

CMA'’s Fall Meeting

CMA'’s Fall Meeting will be in beautiful Paso Robles, CA., known for its wineries and olive groves.
Northeast of the city, the Estrella Warbird Museum displays military planes, weapons and memo-
rabilia. Paso Robles Pioneer Museum features historical relics like farming tools, a 19th-century
schoolhouse and a reconstructed jail. Surrounded by hills, Barney Schwartz Park has a lake and
picnic spots. Ravine Water Park has slides and a wave pool. All in all, a good place to visit, relax
and do a little CMA business! There is no charge for this meeting, we just need your RSVP.

We will gather on Friday evening for a welcome reception; Saturday will begin with a Board and
Membership meeting, followed by lunch and education.

Please make your plans now to join with us this Fall in Paso Robles!




Thank You to Our Supplier Members

Anchor/IPG Stencil
Clay Creech

909 Bedminster Ln.
Wilmington, NC, 28405
800-474-8273 ext 4116
ccreech@itape.com
www.itape.com

Asco Pacific Supply
Maggie Morton

1621 W. 125th Street
Gardena, CA 90249
800-521-1113
maggie@ascopacific.com
www.ascopacific.com

Dura Bull Stencil Inc.

Jon Leong

19295 E. Walnut Dr., Suite B1
City of Industry, CA 91708
805-504-4738
info@durabullus.com
www.durabullus..com

Dakota Granite Company
Mike Riley

PO Box 1351

Millbank, SD 57252
800-843-3333
mike@dakotagranite.com
www.dakotagranite.com

Dixie Granite Company
Darrel Fordham

PO Box 937

33 W. Railroad St.
Elberton, GA 30635
706-283-2901
dixiegranite@gmail.com
www_dixiegranite.com

Coldspring Granite

Danté Dugan

17482 Granite West Road
Cold Spring, MN 56320
320-685-5069
ddugan@coldspringusa.com

Coldspring Granite

Will Haugerud

17482 Granite West Road

Cold Spring, MN 56320
720.289.4553

800-328-5040
whaugerud@coldspringusa.com
www.coldspringusa.com

Glorious Graanites

Arun Kaliappa

Ranjith Murugesan

3698 Vision Common, Unit 121
Fremont, CA 94538
585-622-8323
Ranjith.g.granites@gmail.com
Arun.g.granites@gmail.com

GranQuartz

Mark Eisenwinter

820 Sundial Drive

Waite Park, MN 56387
320-257-7308
meisenwinter@granquartz.com
www.granquartz.com

Highland Granite

Paul & Sherrie Packard
1805 Oak Ave.

Carlsbad, CA 92008
866-735-2321
orders@highlandgranite.com
www.highlandgranite.com

Johnson Granite Supply, Inc.
Tripp Johnson

400 NW Platte Valley Dr.
Riverside, MO, 64150
800-821-3488
tripp@johnsongranite.com
www.johnsongranite.com

McCarthy Granite Company
Joy Molien

1941 N. MacArthur Dr.
Tracy, CA 95376

(209) 839-8748
joy@mccarthygranite.com
order@mccarthygranite.com
www.mccarthygranite.com

Miles Supply

Mark Crook, Leslie Turpin
1599 Hartwell Hwy
Elberton, GA 30635
888-283-5863
706-283-5863
sales@milesupply.com
www.milessupply.com

Paradise Pictures, LLC
Scott Neal

650 Thunderbolt Street
Chico, CA 95973
800-960-8040
scott@paradisepictures.com
www.paradisepictures.com

Phoenix Foundry

Joe Campbell (Gen. Manager)
Tom Gennuso (NA Sales Man)
44 Duke S.

Uralla, Australia, NSW 2350
Joe: +61 67382200

Tom: 647-388-0931
Joe@phoenixfoundry.com
tom@phoenixfoundry.com
www.phoenixfoundry.com

Precious Souvenir

Rita Campbell

Trevor Campbell

6066 The Arnold Trail
Coburn Gore, ME 04936
250-682-0488
rita@precioussouvenir.com
WWW.precioussouvenir.com

Rayzist Photomask
Mark Heddy

955 Park Center Dr.
Vista, CA 92081
800-729-9478
mheddy@rayzist.com
www.rayzist.com

Stone Quest

Rishabh Shah

Akshay Tolia

11120 Agnes Place
Cerritos, CA 90703
562-424-1229
info@stonquestintl.com

StoneSpot

Brian & Missy Rowley
1720 Oak Ave.
Carlshad, CA 92008
310-384-0494
missy@stonespot.com

Superior Trade Solutions

Jim Watkins

728 Whitney St.

San Leandro, CA 94577
510-921-8413
jim@superiortradesolutions.com

U-Blast Stencil

1493 Cosstie Dr.
Elberton, GA 30635
855-690-7070
info@ublaststencil.com



Resting Rebellions: The Surprising Stories Behind Five
Founding Fathers’ Graves

The men who built the United States are often remembered on a monumental scale—marble
statues in Washington D.C., portraits on paper currency, and many chapters in history books.
Yet, their final acts of self-expression weren’t written in legislation, but carved in stone.

Where and how a Founding Father chose to be buried tells us about how they viewed their
own legacy. From subterranean crypts to stone obelisks, the final resting places of these five
iconic figures offer a fascinating glimpse into early American history.

1. George Washington: The Battle for the General’s Body

Location: Mount Vernon Estate, Fairfax County, Virginia

When George Washington died in 1799, his will was crystal clear: he wanted to be
buried on his beloved Mount Vernon estate in a simple, newly constructed brick
tomb, replacing an older, deteriorating family vault.

Congress, however, had grander plans. Infatuated with the idea of a national panthe-
on, the government desperately petitioned Martha Washington to let them move his
body to a purpose-built crypt directly underneath the U.S.

Capitol Rotunda. Martha reluctantly agreed, but political
bickering and construction delays dragged on for three decades.

The issue was forced to a head in 1830 by a bizarre security breach. A disgruntled ex [J§N
-estate gardener broke into the old family vault with the intent of stealing Washing-
ton’s skull. He mistakenly walked away with the skull of a relative instead, but the

shock of the incident prompted the family to reject Congress entirely. They immedi- | :

ately built the secure, unpretentious brick enclosure Washington had originally re-

guested, where he still rests today in a plain marble sarcophagus.

2. Thomas Jefferson: Curating a Legacy from the Grave

Location: Monticello Cemetery, Charlottesville, Virginia

Thomas Jefferson was a meticulous designer, including plans for his own mortality.
Before his death on July 4, 1826, he left handwritten instructions specifying the ex-
act shape of his monument—a coarse stone obelisk—and the precise words to be
inscribed upon it.

Jefferson wrote that he wished to be remembered for three things: authoring the
Declaration of Independence, writing the Virginia Statute for (next page)




Religious Freedom, and founding the University of Virginia. He explicitly commanded
that "not a word more" be added. In doing so, he completely erased his tenure as the
third President of the United States, suggesting he valued his intellectual contributions to
liberty far more than his execution of executive power.

The monument visitors see today at Monticello is actually a replacement. Throughout
the 19th century, eager souvenir hunters armed with chisels chipped away at the original
gray granite marker until it was completely disfigured, forcing the government to erect a
replica in the late 1800s.

3. Benjamin Franklin: A Maxim of Humility and Pennies

Location: Christ Church Burial Ground, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Despite achieving massive international fame as a scientist, diplomat, and philoso-
pher, Benjamin Franklin chose a final resting place defined by absolute simplicity. He
rejected the towering obelisks of his peers, resting instead beneath a massive, flat
marble ledger stone alongside his wife, Deborah. It reads without embellishment:
"Benjamin and Deborah Franklin: 1790."

As a young printer, Franklin had playfully penned a famous epi- %
taph for himself, comparing his aging body to "the cover of an

old book, its contents torn out." But in old age, he abandoned
the clever prose for unadorned civic humility.

Yet, the public has transformed the site into an interactive monument. Because the
grave sits right against the iron perimeter fence on a bustling Philadelphia street cor-
ner, passersby routinely toss copper pennies onto the slab. The tradition honors Poor

Richard’s famous maxim, "A penny saved is a penny earned." The local historic preser-
vation team collects thousands of dollars in pennies from the stone annually, using the
coins to fund the upkeep of the historic cemetery.

4. Alexander Hamilton: A Monument at the Financial Center

Location: Trinity Churchyard, New York City, New York

Alexander Hamilton’s final resting place serves as a dramatic exclamation point to his
volatile life. Shot down in the infamous 1804 duel with Vice President Aaron Burr, Ham-
ilton’s sudden death ground New York City to a halt, prompting a massive public funer-
al.

He was laid to rest in Trinity Churchyard, positioned precisely at the intersection of
Wall Street and Broadway. It is a highly symbolic piece of geography; the architect of

the American financial system rests permanently at the epicenter of (next page)



world commerce.

His monument matches his larger-than-life persona: a grand, brilliant white mar-

ble pyramid resting on a pedestal, flanked by four urn-topped pillars. Adding a
poignant emotional layer to the site is the simple marker at the base of the pyra- /2
mid belonging to his wife, Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton, who survived the duel by
50 years and dedicated her remaining half-century to preserving his chaotic his-

torical legacy.

5. John Adams: Subterranean Solitude

Location: United First Parish Church, Quincy, Massachusetts

John Adams shares one of history's most poetic endings. He passed away on July 4,
1826—the exact same day as his close friend and fierce political rival, Thomas Jeffer-
son. Their simultaneous deaths occurred on the 50th anniversary of the signing of
the Declaration of Independence.

Architecturally, Adams’ resting place is a stark departure from the pastoral estates of

Virginia or the open-air churchyards of Man-

B
B

hattan. He, alongside his son John Quincy

Adams and their respective first ladies, is H < ,
C . . B s JOHN ap
buried in a subterranean granite crypt directly beneath the floor- [ m‘:ﬂ:{:}::,;:i::m:ﬁ%
, . , , , e e
boards of the United First Parish Church in Quincy. i

To visit the Adamses, one must descend a narrow set of stairs into a
cool, quiet, basement chamber. The four massive granite tombs sit
side-by-side in the shadows, perfectly mirroring the reserved, deeply
community-oriented Puritan heritage that guided the Adams family

for generations.

View our updated CMA Website

CMA’s website—www.californiamonument.org—has been completed updated with a fresh look, separate

listings for our Retail and Supplier Members, information about CMA and Upcoming events. There are also

links to two industry podcasts.

Please take a look at our new website, double check your listing and stay current with CMA.



Humor

“I told you it was a mistake
to leave your body to science.”
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“You were the best P.R. man we ever had.”
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“No, | didn’t know him, but he created
a job opening for me.”




